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supreme in Germany, and one may almost say in
Europe, serving his master, the sturdy old William L
Only a few years had then passed since the two
between them, with Moltke as a third, having over-
whelmed the armed forces of Denmark, Austria, and
France, established the German Empire on founda-
tions of permanent might, as it then seemed.   Since
I was not rich enough or skilful enough to join a
fighting Corps and expose my face heroically to be
slashed and gashed by pliant foils without buttons on
the points, I enrolled an athletic club for football, to
be played under  " soccer"  rules and with a real
English ball in place of a leather case stuffed with straw
and  kicked  about regardless  of rules !   But what
pleased me better than the football were the " Runs "
in which with difficulty I induced about a dozen or
twenty fellow-students to join.    I didn't bother about
hares.    As in my old school at Shrewsbury, we ran
for the sake of running, just as we learnt Greek for the
sake of learning it.   And so on fine Saturday after-
noons or other holidays I led out my little pack to
run far through the beautiful forests and villages of
Thuringia, up and down the swift-flowing Saale, up
and down the Fuchsthurm and Forst, hills overlooking
the town, or to Ziegenhain, where the best white beer
ran, or along the winding, uphill road called the
Schnecke or Snail, which was the way to Weimar.
The students, though excellent gymnasts, were un-
accustomed to run long distances for fun, and their
exertion was an amazing sight to the townspeople and
villagers.   But in time they came to enjoy it almost as
much as I did.    One day's Run I especially remember.
It was October the I4th, and when we started from the
Jena market-place, the mist still hung so thick that we
could hardly see the tall church tower with its clock.
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